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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Sunday Morning Service 
Theme    : Assurance, Joy 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : August 19, 2018 
 
TITLE    : OUR GREAT REJOICING 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Peter 1:3-6 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  
1 Peter 1:3-6 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
KJV 
 

1 Peter 1:6 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
KJV 
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1 Peter 1:6 
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various 
trials,  
NKJV 
 
1 Peter 1:6 
6 [You should] be exceedingly glad on this account, though now for a little while you may be distressed 
by trials and suffer temptations,  
AMP 
 
1 Peter 1:6 
6 Rejoice in this, even though for a little while you may have to experience grief in various trials.  
CJB 

 
 
Peter is saying, it is true that in this life, we have manifold temptations!  We have much heaviness as we go 
through many difficulties in life.  We are continually badgered by various trials to bring about a pure and 
effective faith, pleasing to God.  
 
But then he says, “Wherein ye greatly rejoice…” 
In other words, he says, “You greatly rejoice because of this…”  Of what?  He refers to the summary of what 
he lists as the blessings we have from God!  This list is found in the preceding verses: 
 

 
 
A) His abundant mercy (v 3). 

 
Mercy implies a compassionate act on one who is in desperate need. In context, God’s mercy was 
granted to us in salvation when there was nothing we could do to save ourselves. 
 
Titus 3:4-7 
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:4-6 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

 
1 Peter 1:3-5 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
KJV 
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10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 
Heb 4:16 
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 
KJV 
 
Ps 86:5 
5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
thee. 
KJV 
 
Ps 86:15 
15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy 
and truth. 
KJV 
 
 

B) Begotten us again (v 3). 
 

We have been born again! We are now His children, born into His family. We now have spiritual life—
eternal life. 
 
John 1:12-13 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:1 
5 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat 
loveth him also that is begotten of him. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:4 
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:14-17 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together. 
KJV 
 
John 3:3-7 
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into 
his mother's womb, and be born? 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
KJV 
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James 1:18 
18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. 
KJV 
 
 

C) A lively hope (v 3) 
 

—not just a living hope—it is much more than that. We have a hope that is actively, vibrantly alive. This 
“lively” state was accomplished in and through the bodily “resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
Our eventual, eternal resurrection is thus assured. 
 
Rom 5:2-5 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:20-21 
20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with 
all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by 
death. 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 2:16-17 
16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us 
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 1:12 
12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:27 
27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:13 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
Heb 6:18-19 
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 
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19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:3 
3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
KJV 

 
 
D) An inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you 

(v 4). 
 

This inheritance could not be more secure or more glorious. 
 
Rev 21:6-8 
6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him 
that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
Ps 31:19 
19 Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:18 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
KJV 

 
 
E) Kept by the power of God (v 5). 

 
The protection of God extends far beyond the inheritance; it encompasses the individual heir also—the 
one who has tasted of His mercy “through faith unto salvation.” 
 
Rom 8:31-39 
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? 
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 
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39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 
John 10:27-30 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 
30 I and my Father are one. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:1 
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:10 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall: 
KJV 
 
 

F) To be revealed in the last time (v 5) 
 
Though the saved are now freed from the penalty and power of sin, there will be a final deliverance 
from the presence of sin. 
 
1 John 3:2 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:7 
7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:13-14 
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. 
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless. 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:13 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:13 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:7-9 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
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8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:51-57 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:15-17 
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
KJV 
 
John 14:2-4 
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 
4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:9 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
KJV 

 
 


